


CAIMAN HISTORY

UES CATMAN was built ns s Fleet Tevpe Submarine by the
Blectric Hoat Co., Uroton, Connecticut amd was commissioned on
July 17, 1944, On November 13, 1944 <he departed on her Lirst war
patrel. CAIMAN made Towr palvols doring the elosing months of
World War 11; bul cocounlered only minor combab activily, reflecting
the heavy losses the Japanese Fleet had suffered hy thiz date,

Dhuring CAIMAN's fourth patrel the war ended, but CAIMAN
continued ta operate out of Pearl Tarbor until the beginning of
the Korean Conflict, She made two cruizes to the arctie during
this prriod.

In April 1851 CAIMAN entered the Mare Tzland Moval Shipyard
ul Vallejo, Culifornia for conversion from g World War 11 Fleet Type
Submarine to a modernized streamlined GUPPY Tipe (GUPPY is
a popular abbreviation for Grester Underwaler Propulsion Power.)
This was accomplished by streamlining the holl and conning tower,
ingalling high capucity eleclric storape balleries and a snorkel
breathing apparatus which permits operaltion of diesel enpines
while submerped,

CATMAN  supported the Tnited MNations operations in Korea
with a six month tour in Western Pacific waterz commencing in
FPrebroary 0552, For operations during this period CAIMAN corncd
a commendation from the Commander in Chief, L5, Pacifie Floet,

Sinee Lhe Koreun Conflict the CATMAN hasz completed successial
fleploryments to the Wastern Pacific in 1954, 1955, 1558, 1801, 1963,
1965, 1067, 1964, and 1959,

The CATMAN has carned the covetod “I" for battle efficiency in
1905, 1957, 1U6E and 16,

CAIMAN is 307 leet long, 27 feet wide at Lhe breadest pertion
af her bheam  and  displaces approximately 1800 tonz of water
when surfaced,



COMMANDING OFFICER of CAIMAN

LCDR Allen C. JOHANNESEN relieved CDR George N, HELM,
Jr. an 25 April 1969 to become the 19th Commanding Officer of
the CAIMAN. LCDE JOHANNIESIEN, a praduate of the Universily
of Washington, has previouzly served on the submarines DIODON
(85 349), SEGUNDO (58 398), and CHOPPER (88 342) in ad-
dition to staff doty with Submarine Sguadron FIVIS and Fleet
Alrbome Flectronics Training Unit Pacific, Priot to entering,
Submarine School he served aboard the USS LOWE (DER 3725)
and ws Assistont to the Chiel Inspector, COMSTENORPACSUB-
AREA.

LCDE JOHANNESEN is marrled to the former Sonja AJEID-
SYOOG of Seattle, Washington, They have four children,



CAIMAN AND THE SUBMARINE FORCE

The USE CAIMAN {38123) is homeported in S8an Depe, California
amd normally earries 4 crew of T8 men and § officcra. She is
a unit of Submarine Division THIRTY-THREE and Submarine
Souadron THREE; these are administrative subodivizions of Sub-
marine lotilla ONT which embraees all Submarine activity in the
Southern California area. Submarine Tlatilla ONE jeins Flotilla
FIVE in Hawaii and SEVEN in Yolosuka, Japun as units of tha Soh-
marine Foree, U.8, Pueific Fleet. The Pacific Submarine Force has
operated unsupported by surface units and often virtually ondetected
in all waters rem Lhe Sues to the Panama Canals and from one pole
te the other since long hefore World War I Combined with a
similar foree in the Atlantic Fleet which operates in virlually all
the remaining internationnal waters of the world, the Submarine Foree
iz m major keystone in the war time mission assipned the 1.8, Havy
of controlling the use of the Ligh seas for allied purposes and denying
thal use Lo any declared enemy.

Although -CAIMAN's oripinal hull was constructed in 1944 she
has been extensively modernized, earcies Lhe lotest torpedoes for
armament, has o Tull suite of currently modern electronic equipment
and can operate submerpged and unsuppoerted for months at o timo,
This class of improved diesel electrie submarines still represent the
bulk of the 1.5, Submarine defense poslure, At this time, however,
farge numbers of new deep diving hiph speed ouelear powered sube
marines with unlimited codurance are coming off the ways and
ivining the fleet. These, fogether with the nuclear powered ballistic
missile firing “FBM" elasy sulmurines will in the near future malke
up Lhe majority of the units in the submarine force wnd in the not
too distant future will replace the diesel electric submarines entively.



